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cial needs; but the farmer himself not only
used his tools, but mended and to some ex-
tent made them; he was carpenter also, and
shoemaker, and, in general, necessity had
taught his hands to shape and his fingers
to be dexterous. The boy made his own
traps and small tools and carts, and early
learned that handiness and adaptability
without which he would be likely to go
through life in a destitute condition. There
is to be found still, especially in the back
country, a, curious survival of this old econ-
omy in the hired man, who shines in litera-
ture in the person of Mr. Jacob Abbott's
Jonas, the embodiment of practical wisdom,
learned not so much from books as from the
daily school of farm and shop life. The
hired man of that time was the occasional
unattached member of society,, or one who
was forced out of the family hive by the
excess of hands and the deficiency of land.
Commonly the family itself supplied the
necessary laborers, and these all in their
yoiith, no matter what intellectual promise
they might give, were, as a matter of course,
parts of the regular farm company.

The jack-of-all-trades character of  the